Clement

Be ye contentious, brethren, and jealous about the things that pertain unto salvation.

Ye have searched the scriptures, which are true, which were given through the Holy

Ghost; and ye know that nothing unrighteous or counterfeit is written in them. Ye will not find
that righteous persons have been thrust out by holy men.

Righteous men were persecuted, but it was by the lawless; they were imprisoned, but it
was by the unholy. They were stoned by transgressors: they were slain by those who had
conceived a detestable and unrighteous jealousy.

Suffering these things, they endured nobly.

For, if we do the will of Christ, we shall find rest; but if otherwise, then nothing shall

deliver us from eternal punishment, if we should disobey His commandments.

And the scripture also saith in Ezekiel, Though Noah and Job and Daniel should rise

up, they shall not deliver their children in the captivity. But if even such righteous men as these
cannot by their righteous deeds deliver their children, with what confidence shall we, if we keep
not our baptism pure and undefiled,

enter into the kingdom of God? Or who shall be our advocate, unless we be found having

holy and righteous works?

Polycarp

For every one who shall not confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is antichrist:

and whosoever shall not confess the testimony of the Cross, is of the devil; and whosoever
shall pervert the oracles of the Lord to his own lusts and say that there is neither resurrection
nor judgment, that man is the firstborn of Satan.

Wherefore let us forsake the vain doing of the many and their false teachings, and turn

unto the word which was delivered unto us from the beginning, being sober unto prayer

and constant in fastings, entreating the all-seeing God with supplications that He bring us

not into temptation, according as the Lord said, The Spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh

is weak.

St. Ignatius of Antioch

Let no man be deceived. Even the heavenly beings and the glory of the angels and the

rulers visible and invisible, if they believe not in the blood of Christ [who is God], judgment
awaiteth them also. He that receiveth let him receive. Let not office puff up any man; for
faith and love are all in all, and nothing is preferred before them.

But mark ye those who hold strange doctrine touching the grace of Jesus Christ which

came to us, how that they are contrary to the mind of God. They have no care for love, none
for the widow, none for the orphan, none for the afflicted, none for the prisoner, none for



the hungry or thirsty. They abstain from eucharist (thanksgiving) and prayer, because they
allow not that the eucharist is the flesh of our Savior Jesus Christ, which flesh suffered for
our sins, and which the Father of His goodness raised up.

For our God, Jesus the Christ, was conceived in the womb by Mary according to a dis-
pensation, of the seed of David but also of the Holy Ghost; and He was born and was baptized
that by His passion He might cleanse water.

Shepherd of Hermas

Therefore despise doubtful-mindedness and gain the mastery over it in everything,
clothing thyself with faith which is strong and powerful. For faith promiseth all things, ac-
complisheth all things; but doubtful-mindedness, as having no confidence in itself, fails in
all the works which it doeth.

The Didache

There are two ways, one of life and one of death, and there is a great difference between
the two ways.

The way of life is this. First of all, thou shalt love the God that made thee; secondly, Thy
neighbor as thyself. And all things whatsoever thou wouldst not have befall thyself, neither
do thou unto another.

Now of these words the doctrine is this. Bless them that curse you, and pray for your
enemies and fast for them that persecute you; for what thank is it, if ye love them that love
you? Do not even the Gentiles the same? But do ye love them that hate you that hate you,
and ye shall not have an enemy.

Abstain thou from fleshly and bodily lusts. If any man give thee a blow on thy right

cheek, turn to him the other also, and thou shalt be perfect; If a man impress thee to go with
him one mile, go with him twain; if a man take away thy cloak, give him thy coat also; if a
man take away from thee that which is thy own, ask it not back, for neither art thou able.

To every man that asketh of thee give, and ask not back for the Father desireth that gifts

be given to all from His own bounties. Blessed is he that giveth according to the command-
ment; for he is guiltless. Woe to him that receiveth; for, if a man receiveth having need, he

is guiltless; but he that hath no need shall give satisfaction why and wherefore he received
and being put in confinement he shall be examined concerning the deeds that he hath done,
and he shall not come out thence until he hath given back the last farthing.

In church thou shalt confess thy transgressions, and shalt not betake thyself to prayer
with an evil conscience. This is the way of life.



